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Study Guide for Timothy George, Theology of the Reformers, Revised Edition 

Chapter 1: Introduction 

1. What is a magisterial reformer? (18) 

Chapter 2: Late Middle Ages 

1. What is curialism? (30) 

2. What is conciliarism? (30) 

3. How did Wycliffe and Huss contribute to the coming of the Reformation? (34-36) The 

Waldensians? (37-39) 

4. How did Renaissance humanism contribute to the coming of the Reformation? (45-48) 

Chapter 3: Martin Luther 

1. How was Luther a biblical theologian? (57-58) 

2. What is meant by the terms coram Deo (59-60), Christus pro me (60), and anfechtung (61) in 

Luther’s theology? 

3. What was the Scholastic view of justification that Luther rejected? (65) 

4. What are the three essential features of Luther’s doctrine of justification? (70-72) 

5. How did Luther (and Zwingli and Calvin) agree with Augustine on justification? (75) 

6. How did Luther view the authority of the Scriptures against the authority of the church? (81-82) 

7. What were Luther’s reasons for questioning the Epistle of James? (84-85) 

8. How did Luther’s protest against Rome differ from that of reformers such as Erasmus? (89) 

9. What are the two “notes” of the true church for Luther? (91) 

10. Why did Luther defend infant baptism? (95) 

11. What did Luther mean by viewing rulers as “emergency bishops”? (99) 

12. What was Luther idea of the two kingdoms? (99-101) 

Chapter 4: Ulrich Zwingli 

1. What two factors that shaped Zwingli’s early development? (114) 

2. What was the nature of Zwingli’s view of predestination? (127-28) What was his view of 

“pious heathen”? (128-29) 

3. What were the three “moments” in Zwingli’s embrace of Scripture over tradition? (130-31) 

4. What two affirmations about Scripture did Zwingli share with Calvin? (132) 

5. What was the nature of the “Prophecy” in Zurich? (133) 

6. For what three reasons did Zwingli strongly oppose images and other forms of ceremonial 

piety? (135-36) 

7. How did Zwingli and Luther differ on their views of law and gospel? (137-38) 

8. What were the three strands of Zwingli’s argument for infant baptism? (145-46) 

9. How does George say in the Middle Ages that the Lord’s Supper had been clericalized, 

commercialized, and scholasticized? (149-51) 

10. At the Marburg Colloquy, how did Zwingli and Luther differ exegetically (135-36), and 

Christologically (158-59) concerning the Lord’s Supper? How did they differ over in the role 

of faith in Lord’s Supper? (161-62) 

Chapter 5: John Calvin 

1. What was Calvin’s great achievement? (174) 

2. What is the idea of “accommodated revelation” in Calvin? (199) 

3. What are the three essential elements of Calvin’s view of the Scripture? (201-3) 

4. Why did Calvin think that the Trinity was an essential doctrine? (208) 
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5. From what two misconceptions did Calvin distinguish his doctrine of providence? (213) 

6. What theme demonstrates Calvin’s Christology? (224) 

7. What is the extra Calvinisticum? (226-27) 

8. How does Calvin’s view of the atonement compare with Anselm’s? (228-31) 

9. What is George’s threefold summary of Calvin’s doctrine of predestination? (241-42) 

10. What is Calvin’s view on the Lord’s Supper compared with Zwingli’s and Luther’s? (247-48) 

Chapter 6: Menno Simons 

1. What was the background of the Anabaptist debacle at Münster? (270-71) 

2. How did Menno come to question Catholic views of the Lord’s Supper and baptism? (273-74) 

3. What was Menno’s belief about original sin and particularly the effect of Christ’s death in 

relation to original sin? (282-83) 

4. What were the four kinds of sin and the idea of falling from grace in Menno’s thought? (283-84) 

5. What was Menno’s view of Luther’s teaching of forensic justification? (284-85) 

6. What was Menno’s view of the relationship of the NT to the OT? (290-91) What was his 

view of the Apocrypha? (291) 

7. What is Menno’s view of the “celestial flesh” of Christ? (294-99) 

8. What are George’s three affirmations concerning Menno’s view of baptism? (303-5) 

9. How did Menno view the Lord’s Supper? (306-10) 

10. What are the three parts of Harold Bender’s “Anabaptist vision”? (319-20) 

Chapter 7: William Tyndale 

1. In what two ways did Tyndale seek to advance the cause of Bible translation? (330-31) 

2. What is meant by the idea of Tyndale and Cranmer that “Scripture is its own interpreter”? 

(341) 

3. What two important points did Tyndale think were required beyond the accurate translation 

of the Bible? (343) 

4. Why did Tyndale object to using Aristotle’s ideas in studying theology? (346) 

5. What teaching did all of the great sixteenth-century teachers of the English Reformation 

affirm? (351) 

6. What doctrine does George call “the subtext for all mainline reformers”? How does Tyndale 

view this doctrine? (354-55) 

7. What is eternal justification and how do Tyndale’s views contrast with it? (355-56) 

8. What was Tyndale’s most important theological work and what does it teach? (358) 

9. How does Tyndale’s view of the Epistle of James contrast with Luther’s? (362) 

10. What was the basis of Tyndale’s ecclesiology? (369) 

 


