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Historical Books
OT 612

John J. Davis, John C. Whitcomb. A History of Israel. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1980.

Questions from Textbook

How is I Kings 6:1 important to the dating of the Exodus? pp. 17-18

How is Judges 11:26 important to the dating of the Exodus? p. 18

How is Joshua 14:10 important to the dating of the conquest? p. 18, n. 4; p. 80
Which 3 kings ruled Egypt during the Exodus and Conquest? pp. 19-20

Which 2 rivers were boundaries of Israel’s possessions? p. 21

Where are the 12 historical books in the Hebrew divisions of the OT? pp. 21-22
What is the liberal date and authorship of Joshua? p.22

What are the 5 reasons for taking Joshua as the author of Joshua? pp. 22-23
What are the 4 important themes of Joshua? p. 23

. Who are the 2 surviving adult men of the wilderness wandering? p. 25

. In what 3 ways did God prepare Joshua for his leadership of Israel? pp. 25-27

. What 3 things stand out as significant concerning the promise of the land? pp.29-30
. What 6 implications about Jericho can be drawn from the OT? pp. 33-34

. What are 2 reasons for having 2,000 cubits between Israel and the ark? p. 36

. How was Israel to sanctify themselves for crossing Jordan? p. 36

. What are the 3 views of interpreting the crossing of the Jordan? p. 38

. The prominent place of the priests and ark was for what purpose? p. 45

. What are 5 answers to the question of why the walls of Jericho fell? pp. 46-47

. What 4 facts help to explain why Israel “unjustly” killed Canaanites? pp. 49-50
. Who was cursed for trying to rebuild Jericho? p. 51

. Did Achan’s family know about or help his sin? p. 55

. What 3 lessons can be derived from the Gibeonite deception? pp. 61-62

. How many city-states with independent kings did Joshua conquer in Canaan? p.64
. Why should the hailstones be regarded as a miracle? p. 65

. What are the 3 basic interpretations of the “long day” in Joshua 10? pp. 66-67

. What are 5 representations of the prolongation of light in Joshua 10? pp. 67-69

. Why were feet placed on the necks of the kings captured near Makkedah? p. 70
. Why did the LORD harden the hearts of Israel’s enemies? p. 74

. What 2 important truths stand out in Joshua 10-12? p. 75

. What 3 parties were involved in the division of the land? p. 77
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What was the divinely appointed method for a tribe receiving its land? p. 77
What are the basic divisions of land in Israel? Learn map on p. 79.

What led to the migration of Dan northward to Leshem? pp. 83, 99

What are the names of the 6 cities of refuge and where are the located? p. 84

How many cities were given to the Levites throughout Israel? p. 84

What was the real design for the altar made by the two-and-one-half tribes? p. 86
What were the two principal requirements for future occupation of the land? p. 87
What is the literary form of Joshua 24 and its 5 parts? pp. 88-90

What are 6 characteristics of the Judges? p. 93

Who wrote Judges according to the Babylonian Talmud? p. 93

According to Liberals, when did Judges receive its final form? p. 93

What 3 reasons indicate Judges was written early in the United Monarchy? p. 94
What is the principle theme of the Judges? p. 94

What are the approximate years for the period of the Judges? p. 94

Who were the Philistines? pp. 96, 132

What are the last 5 chapters of Judges to the rest of the book? p. 96

Who were the Canaanites in Judges 1:1? p. 97

Why were the thumbs and great toes cut off? p. 98

Who were Baal and Ashtoreth? p. 100

What 4 reasons help us understand why Israel fell prey to sensuous worship? p. 102
What were the 2 responsibilities of the office of the Judge? p. 107

Who did the king of Moab, Eglon, ally himself? p. 107

How did the LORD discomfit Sisera and his chariots? p. 111

What was Josephus’ interpretation of removing men who “bowed” to drink? p. 116
What did Gideon make into an object of worship? p. 117

What was the significance of riding on an ass colt? p. 119

Who were the different gods of Syria, Moab, Ammon, and Philistia? p. 120

What were Jephthah’s 4 arguments against charge of the king of Ammon? pp. 123-4
What are the 8 arguments that Jephthah did not kill his daughter? pp. 125-126
What are the 5 arguments that Jephthah did kill his daughter? pp. 127-128

What were the 3 requirements of a Nazarite? p. 134

What two questions did Manoah ask the angel? p. 134

How far did Samson carry the gates of Gaza? p. 138

What factors led to the downfall of Samson? pp. 140, 142
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63. What 3 observable trends characterized the apostasy of the Judges period? pp. 143-5
64. Who was Jonathan the priest at Laish? p. 147

65. What was the purpose of cutting up the concubine in 12 parts for the tribes? p. 149
66. What does the name Phinehas indicate about the events of Judges 20:28? p. 150
67. What healthy effect did 2 defeats have on Israel? p. 151

68. What was the historical setting for book of Ruth? p. 156

69. What is the argument for dating the book of Ruth in David’s reign? p. 156

70. Where is Ruth in the Hebrew Bible? p. 156

71. When was Ruth read? p. 156

72. What are 4 purposes for the writing of Ruth? p. 157

73. What 4 women appear in the genealogies of the Messiah? p. 157

74. What 2 kings of Moab opposed Israel before the book of Ruth? p. 158

75. What give information about the conflict between Moab and Omri? P. 158

76. What restriction was placed on reapers to help the poor? p. 162

77. How much barley did Ruth glean in a day? p. 163

78. What is the custom of a man placing a corner of his garment over a woman? p. 166
79. What are the 3 responsibilities of a go’el? p. 168

80. What two words best describe the content of the books of Samuel? p. 175

81. What are years that begin the reign of Solomon, David and Saul? p. 176

82. In what five cities was the power of the Philistines centered? p. 178

83. What were I & II Samuel and I & II Kings called by the LXX translators? p. 182
84. If Samuel did not write I & II Samuel, why is his name probably used? p. 182

85. According to the Talmud who were the authors of I & II Samuel? p. 183

86. What four important theological themes are emphasized in I & II Samuel? p. 184
87. Who are the three lifelong Nazarites mentioned in Scripture? p. 188

88. What are the three requirements for a Nazarite? p. 188

89. Who does God transfer the high priesthood back to? p. 192

90. What plague do some commentators associate with “emrods”? p. 197

91. What three reasons were given for Israel’s asking for a king? pp. 200-201

92. What may have been the “another heart” given to Saul? p. 205

93. What did not normally occur in wheat harvest (May/June)? p. 210

94. What was God’s reason for demanding total destruction of Amalekites? p. 219
95. What is the repentance of God toward Saul? p. 220

96. When did the three anointings of David occur? p. 223
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97. What are the three interpretations of “evil spirit” being on Saul? p. 224
98. How tall was Goliath of Gath? p. 226
99. What was Ahimelech in relation to Eli? p. 233
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What six forms of divination are found in the OT? p. 253

What four interpretations are given for the appearance of Samuel? pp. 254-56
What two reasons may have motivated Jabesh-gilead to remove Saul’s body? p. 268
What are two basic interpretations of the Amalekites claim to kill Saul? p. 271
Why was taking a woman from a king’s harem viewed as serious? p. 280
How was the ark to be moved? p. 291

What were the three essential elements to the Davidic covenant? p. 294

What did David show kindness to Mephibosheth? p. 297

What were the three elements in the sin of David, Eve and Achan? pp. 300-301
What was the twofold punishment brought upon David and his household? p. 304
What was Ahithophel in relation to Bathsheba? p. 313

What did David’s returning of the Ark indicate? p. 315

What does Amorite probably mean in II Samuel? pp. 318-319

How could Elhanan have killed Goliath? pp. 319-320

What does the “sweet Psalmist of Israel” imply about David? p. 321

What are the four interpretations for Satan moving David to sin? pp. 321-22
What does the Septuagint call the two books of Kings? p. 327

Who does the Talmud ascribe as the author of Kings? p. 327

What two men did David instruct Solomon to remove? p. 331

What action of Adonijah indicated to Solomon that he desired the throne? pp. 331-2
What did Solomon’s marriage to Pharaoh’s daughter indicate? p. 333

How did Solomon organize the Northern Kingdom and Transjordan? p. 335
How does I Kings 6:1 influence the dating of the exodus from Egypt? p. 338
What are the dimensions of the temple in feet? p. 340

How many wives and concubines did Solomon have? p. 347

What three men led revolts against Solomon? p. 347

How long did Solomon’s shrines to pagan gods remain? p. 354

What king removed the shrines of Solomon? p. 354

What two distinct ways did the LORD show grace to Solomon? p. 355

What four changes did Jeroboam make to the religion of Israel? p. 359

What king did the prophet name who would come 300 years later? p. 361
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131. Why did God take the life of Abijah the son of Jeroboam? p. 362

132. What four kings were related to Maacah and how were they related? p. 367

133. What three kings of Israel did Jehoshaphat enter into a alliance with? p. 372

134. How did Jehoshaphat join in affinity with Ahab? p. 373

135. What was the destructive presumption of Heil? p. 376-77

136. What was the key to all of Israel’s military victories? p. 378

137. Whose death completed Elijah’s prophecy against Ahab’s family? p. 385

138. Whose homeland did Elijah hide in? p. 387

139. What is the modern liberal suggestion to the fire falling on Mt. Carmel? p. 392
140. What were the four phrases of God’s instruction to Elijah? pp. 396-97

141. What two important points should be stressed concerning sin? p. 399

142. What famous stone contains the words of Mesha concerning Omri? pp. 405-406
143. What miracle of Elisha anticipated the miracle of Christ by the sea of Galilee? p. 409
144. Why did God smite Gehazi with leprosy? p. 414

145. Who did Joram blame for the famine in Israel? p. 416

146. What kings of Israel did Elisha minister to and how long was his ministry? p. 418
147. What famous stone refers to the tribute of Jehu to the king of Assyria? pp. 422-23
148. How did God reward Jehu for his zeal against Baal worship? p. 425

149. Who was the greatest of the kings in northern Israel? p. 427

150. How did Tiglath-pileser, Shalmaneser V and Sargon II punish Israel? pp. 429-431
151. How did Assyria shatter the national moral & resistance of those conquered? p. 431
152. How were the northern tribes perpetuated during Israel’s fall to Assyria? p. 433
153. Which king completed the destruction of the ethnic identity of Israel? p. 433

154. In what two ways may the pagans in Israel worshipped Jehovah? p. 434

155. Who was a feminine antichrist in Jerusalem? p. 437

156. Who did Joash have stoned for speaking against him? p. 440

157. What three things gave Amaziah a false confidence in his own power? p. 441

158. Who was the “thistle king”? p. 442

159. What king may have ended his days crying “unclean, unclean”? p. 444

160. Why did Hezekiah have no brothers to challenge his right to the throne? p. 444
161. What was Ahaz’s attitude and actions toward the temple? pp. 445-46

162. What symbol did Hezekiah destroy that dated back to Moses day? p. 447

163. What was the commercial and diplomatic language in the Fertile Crescent? p. 450

164. What was Hezekiah's four ways of dealing with the Assyrian crisis? p. 453
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. How did Sennacherib probably die? p. 460

. What three miracles came as a result of Hezekiah’s repentant tears? p. 462

. Where did the sun return ten steps on the sun dial? 464

What did the numbers 10 and 15 have to do with the Songs of Degrees? p. 466
How may Manasseh have shed the innocent blood of Isaiah? p. 469

What is important about the ages of 8, 16, 20, 21 and 26 years for Josiah? p. 471
In what year of Josiah’s reign did Jeremiah begin to prophesy? p. 471

What lie did Julius Wellhausen make up about Deuteronomy? p. 472

Who were four OT women that prophesied? p. 473

What were three points of special interest about Josiah’s Passover? p. 476

Did Pharaoh-necho go up against the king of Assyria? p. 477

What year did Pharaoh Necho replace Jehoahaz with Eliakim? p. 479

What was another name that Jeremiah call Jehoahaz? p. 479

What did Jehoiakim do with the scroll of Jeremiah’s sermons? p. 481

What year was Daniel carried a prisoner to Babylon? p. 482

What year was Ezekiel carried a prisoner to Babylon? pp. 483-84

What was Mattaniah’s name changed to? p. 485

What was the date for the final fall of Jerusalem? p. 487

What drastic sign was given to Israel on the first day of the siege? p. 487

How was it fulfilled that Zedekiah would see the king but not see Babylon? p. 491
What are the 3 reasons God made Judah suffer the Babylonian captivity? p. 494
. What did the 400 year history from Solomon to exile demonstrate? p. 494

Meaning of Terms

“very far from the city of Adam” p. 36
“accurse” herem pp. 45-46

“trespass” p. 52

“goodly Babylonish garment” p. 55
“hough” p. 74

“refuge” qalat p. 83

‘ed p. 86

“hornet” p. 89

sopetim p. 93
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Lex Talionis, p. 98

aserah, p. 106

“ox goad,” p. 109

“angel of the LORD,” p. 113
“come upon” labesah, p. 115
“shibboleth,” p. 129
“secret,” peli'y, p. 134
“teast,” misteh, p. 136

“hip and thigh,” p. 137
“dagon,” p. 140

“captivity of the land,” p. 147
“sons of Belial,” pp. 149, 189
“Mara,” p. 161

“rest,” pp. 160, 165

24. go’el, p. 164
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torah, p. 182

nebi’im, p. 182

ketubim, p. 182

“Belial,” p. 189

“anointed,” p. 190
“Peoples of the Sea,” p. 195
“Dagon,” p. 197

“heart,” lebab, p. 223
“footmen,” rasim, p. 239
“witch,” p. 248

“Urim,” urim, p. 250
“Thummim,” tummim, p. 250
“encouraged,” p. 263
“play,” sahaq, p. 278

“the fifth rib,” p. 279
“captain,” nagid, p. 285
“perfect,” p. 371

“double portion,” p. 401
“thou baldhead,” p. 404
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Joshua, p.22
Adoni-zedec, p. 63

Chushan-rishathaim, p. 106

Ruth, p. 155
Elimelech, p. 159
Naomi, p. 159
Mahlon, p. 159
Chilion, p. 159
Obed, p. 169

. Samuel, p. 189

. Ichabod, p. 196

. Satan, p. 260

. Ishbosheth, p. 276
. Baal-zebul, p. 400
. Baal-zebub, p. 400
. Zedekiah, p. 485
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