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Bibliography for History of Doctrine I 

Inclusion in this list is not an endorsement of all the contents or theological perspectives of these 

works. They are generally recognized as useful studies of the topics they cover. Works marked 

by an asterisk (*) are particularly good general introductions to that subject. 

Surveys of History of Doctrine 

*Louis Berkhof, History of Christian Doctrines (1972) 

W.G.T. Shedd, A History of Christian Doctrine (1863) 

John Hannah, Our Legacy: The History of Christian Doctrine (2001) 

Justo González, A History of Christian Thought in One Volume (2014) 

Roger Olson, The Story of Christian Theology: Twenty Centuries of Tradition Reform (1999) 

Introduction to History of Doctrine and Early Christianity 

*F. F. Bruce, New Testament History (1972) 

C. K. Barrett, The New Testament Background: Selected Documents (1961) 

Philip Schaff, History of the Christian Church, vol. 1 

R. C. Sproul, The Consequence of Ideas (2000) 

Judaizing Controversies 

*H. E. Dana, Jewish Christianity (1937) 

Oskar Skarsaune and Reidar Hvalvik, ed., Jewish Believers in Jesus: The Early Centuries (2007) 

Gerd Luedemann, Opposition to Paul in Jewish Christianity (1989) 

Introduction to the Fathers 

Robert M. Grant, ed., The Apostolic Fathers: A New Translation and Commentary (1966), 6 

vols. 

J. B. Lightfoot, The Apostolic Fathers (1885), 5 vols. 

Philip Schaff, History of the Christian Church, 2:621-745 

Frederic W. Farrar, Lives of the Fathers (1889) 

James Donaldson, A Critical History of Christian Literature and Doctrine (1864-66), 3 vols. 

G. R. Evans, ed., The First Christian Theologians (2004) 

Bryan M. Litfin, Getting to Know the Church Fathers: An Evangelical Introduction (2007) 

*Michael A. G. Haykin, Rediscovering the Church Fathers (2011) 

Heresies and Responses 

Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History 

*Harold O. J. Brown, Heresies (1984) 

Alister McGrath, Heresies: A History of Defending the Truth (2009) 

Philip Schaff, History of the Christian Church, 2:415-508 

Philip Schaff, Creeds of Christendom 

Jaroslav Pelikan and Valerie Hotchkiss, ed., Creeds and Confessions of Faith in the Christian 

Tradition (2003) 

J. N. D. Kelly, Early Christian Creeds, 3rd ed. (1972) 
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Sources on Gnosticism in Particular 

John Dart, The Jesus of History and Heresy (1988) 

Elaine Pagels, Beyond Belief (2003) 

Bart Ehrman, Lost Christianities (2003) 

*Philip Jenkins, Hidden Gospels: How the Search for Jesus Lost Its Way (2001) 

The Later Ante-Nicene Fathers 

Philip Schaff, History of the Christian Church, 2:746-849 

See also the bibliography for “Introduction to the Fathers” 

The Trinitarian Controversy 

Philip Schaff, History of the Christian Church, 3:600-98 

Philip Schaff, Creeds of Christendom 

Leo Davis, The First Seven Ecumenical Councils (325-787): Their History and Theology (1990)  

Rousas John Rushdoony, The Foundations of Social Order (1978) 

Gerald Bray, Creeds, Councils, and Christ (1984) 

Ronald H. Nash, The Gospel and the Greeks (2003) 

The Christological Controversies 

Philip Schaff, History of the Christian Church, 3:705-83 

Philip Schaff, Creeds of Christendom 

Leo Davis, The First Seven Ecumenical Councils (325-787): Their History and Theology (1990)  

Rousas John Rushdoony, The Foundations of Social Order (1978) 

*F. F. Bruce, The Spreading Flame (1958) 

Harold O. J. Brown, Heresies (1984) 

Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers 

Philip Schaff, History of the Christian Church, 3:871-988 

Frederic W. Farrar, Lives of the Fathers (1889) 

Jaroslav Pelikan, The Light of the World (1962) 

J.N.D. Kelly, Golden Mouth: The Story of John Chrysostom (1998) 

Philip Schaff, Saint Chrysostom and Saint Augustine (1891) 

J.N.D. Kelly, Jerome (1975) 

R. A. Markus, Gregory the Great and His World (1997) 

Augustine and His Heritage 

Augustine, Confessions 

Peter Brown, Augustine of Hippo: A Biography, 2nd ed. (2000) 

Norman Geisler, ed., What Augustine Says (1982) 

Allan D. Fitzgerald, et al., ed., Augustine Through the Ages: An Encyclopedia (1999) 

B. B. Warfield, Studies in Tertullian and Augustine (1930) 
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The Problem of Justification Before the Reformation 

Thomas C. Oden, The Justification Reader (2002) 

Alister McGrath, Iustitia Dei: A History of the Christian Doctrine of Justification, vol. 1 (1986) 

James Buchanan, The Doctrine of Justification (1867) 

W.G.T. Shedd, A History of Christian Doctrine 

*Bruce L. McCormack, ed., Justification in Perspective (2006) 

Heiko Obermann, Forerunners of the Reformation (1966) 

Orthodox Churches 

*Timothy Ware, The Orthodox Church, rev. ed. (1997) 

Jordan Bajis, Common Ground: An Introduction to Eastern Christianity for the American 

Christian (1991) 

*George A. Hadjiantoniou, Protestant Patriarch: The Life Of Cyril Lucaris, 1572-1638 (1961) 

Nicholas Zernov, The Russians and Their Church, 3rd ed. (1997) 

Scholasticism 

Philip Schaff, History of the Christian Church, 5:587-699 

Etienne Gilson, History of Christian Philosophy in the Middle Ages (1955) 

Alister McGrath, Reformation Thought: An Introduction (1988) 

G. K. Chesterton, Saint Thomas Aquinas 

Norman Geisler, Thomas Aquinas: An Evangelical Appraisal (1991) 

Roman Catholic Theology 

Catechism of the Catholic Church (1994) 

Catholic Encyclopedia (1908 ed.) http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/ 

Karl Keating. Catholicism and Fundamentalism (1988) 

*James G. McCarthy, The Gospel According to Rome (1995) 

New Catholic Encyclopedia (2002) 

David Schaff, Our Fathers Faith and Ours (1928) 

Philip Schaff, Creeds of Christendom, 1:83-202 

R. C. Sproul, Faith Alone: The Evangelical Doctrine of Justification (1995) 

———, Getting the Gospel Right (1999) 

*William Webster, The Church of Rome at the Bar of History (1995) 

Medieval Dissent 

Philip Schaff, History of the Christian Church 

*James McGoldrick, Baptist Successionism: A Crucial Question in Baptist History (1994) 

Walter L. Wakefield and Austin P. Evans, ed., Heresies of the High Middle Ages (1969) 

Malcolm Lambert, Medieval Heresy: Popular Movements from the Gregorian Reform to the 

Reformation, 3rd ed. (2002) 

Works on Specific Groups 

Rex D. Butler, The New Prophecy and “New Visions”: Evidence of Montanism in the Passion of 

Perpetua and Felicitas (2006) 
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W.H.C. Frend, The Donatist Church (1952) 

Maureen A. Tilley, Donatist Martyr Stories (1996) 

Steven Runciman, The Medieval Manichee: A Study of the Christian Dualist Heresy (1955) 

Janet and Bernard Hamilton, Christian Dualist Heresies in the Byzantine World: C. 650–C.1450 

(1998) 

F. C. Conybeare, Key of Truth: A Manual of the Paulician Church of Armenia (1898) 

Dimitri Obolensky, The Bogomils: A Study in Balkan Neo-Manicheanism (1948) 

Walter L. Wakefield,  Heresy, Crusade and Inquisition in Southern France 1100-1250 (1974) 

Malcolm Barber, The Cathars (2000) 

Gabriel Audisio, The Waldensian Dissent (1999) 

Euan Cameron, Waldenses: Rejecters of Holy Church in Medieval Europe (2000) 

The End of the Middle Ages 

Philip Schaff, History of the Christian Church, vol. 6 

G. R. Evans, John Wyclif: Myth and Reality (2005) 

Alister McGrath, The Intellectual Origins of the European Reformation, 2nd ed. (2004) 

*G.H.W. Parker, The Morning Star: Wycliffe and the Dawn of the Reformation (1965) 

Matthew Spinka, John Hus and the Czech Reform (1941) 

——, John Hus: A Biography (1968) 

Roland Bainton, Erasmus of Christendom (1969) 

E. Harris Harbison, The Christian Scholar in the Age of Reformation (1956) 

 


