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Class Bibliography for Church History 

Approaching Church History 

Edward M. Panosian, et al., The Providence of God in History (1996) 

Philip Schaff, The Principle of Protestantism (1964) 

Herbert Butterfield, The Whig Interpretation of History (1931) 

Vern S. Poythress, Redeeming Our Thinking About History: A God-Centered Approach (2022) 

Between the Testaments 
Charles Pfeiffer, Between the Testaments (1959) 

F. F. Bruce and David Payne, Israel and the Nations, rev. ed. (1997) 

H. A. Ironside, The Four Hundred Silent Years (1914) 

Michael Wise, et al., The Dead Sea Scrolls: A New Translation (1996) 

Martin Abegg, et al., The Dead Sea Bible (1999) 

Bruce Metzger, An Introduction to the Apocrypha (1957) 

Josephus 

Josephus’ Works 

Steve Mason, Josephus and the New Testament, 2nd ed. (2003) 

Edwin Yamauchi, “Josephus and the Scriptures,” Fides et Historia 13 (Fall 1980): 42-63 

New Testament History 
F. F. Bruce, New Testament History (1972) 

C. K. Barrett, The New Testament Background: Selected Documents, rev. ed. (1989) 

Paul Maier, The Genuine Jesus: Fresh Evidence from History and Archaeology (2021) 

J. Gresham Machen, The Origin of Paul's Religion (1921) 

Philip Schaff, History of the Christian Church, vol. 1 

Persecution in the Early Church 

Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History 

Lactantius, De mortibus persecutorum (“On the Deaths of Persecutors”) 

W. H. C. Frend, Martyrdom and Persecution in the Early Church (1965) 

Church Fathers, Heresy, and Creeds 

F. F. Bruce, The Spreading Flame (2004) 

Michael A.G. Haykin, Rediscovering the Church Fathers: Who They Were and How They 

Shaped the Church (2011) 

Harold O. J. Brown, Heresies (1984) 

Justin S. Holcomb, Know the Heretics (2014) 

Caspar Olevianus, An Exposition of the Apostles’ Creed (2009) 

Philip Schaff, History of the Christian Church, vol. 2 

Early Christian Worship 

The Didache (“Teaching of the Twelve Apostles”) 

Justin Martyr, First Apology, 65-67 

Ralph Martin, Worship in the Early Church (1974) [more heavily on NT evidence] 
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Constantine and His Impact 

Eusebius, Life of Constantine 

Michael Grant, The Emperor Constantine (2011) 

Peter J. Leithart, Defending Constantine: The Twilight of an Empire and the Dawn of Christendom 

(2010) 

Philip Schaff, History of the Christian Church, vol. 3 

Trinitarian & Christological Controversies 

Justin S. Holcomb, Know the Creeds and Councils (2014) 

Leo Donald Davis, The First Seven Ecumenical Councils (1983) 

Rousas John Rushdoony, The Foundations of Social Order (1978) 

Philip Schaff. History of the Christian Church, vol. 3 

The Development of the Papacy 

G. R. Evans, The Church in the Early Middle Ages (2007) 

R. A. Markus, Gregory the Great and His World (1997) 

William Webster, The Church of Rome at the Bar of History (1997) 

Philip Schaff, History of the Christian Church, vol. 4 

From Ancient Church to Medieval Church 

G. S. M. Walker, The Growing Storm: Sketches of Church History from AD 600 to AD 1350 

(1961) 

Nick Needham, 2000 Years of Christ’s Power, vol. 2, The Middle Ages (2016) 

Peter Brown, Augustine of Hippo: A Biography, 2nd ed. (2000) 

Philip Schaff, History of the Christian Church, vol. 4 

The Orthodox Churches 

Timothy (Kallistos) Ware, The Orthodox Church (1980) 

Jaroslav Pelikan, The Spirit of Eastern Christendom (1974) 

Nicholas Zernov, The Russians and Their Church (1997; 3rd ed.) 

David Beale, “The Attraction of Eastern Orthodoxy,” Biblical Viewpoint 34, no. 1 (April 2000): 

89-104. 

Monks and Missionaries 

G. R. Evans, Faith in the Medieval World (2002) 

R. W. Southern, Western Society and the Church in the Middle Ages (1970) 

Kenneth Scott Latourette, History of the Expansion of Christianity, vol. 2, The Thousand Years 

of Uncertainty (1938) 

Alice T. Ott, Turning Points in the Expansion of Christianity (2021) 

Mark Galli, Francis of Assisi and His World (2002) 

Philip Schaff, History of the Christian Church, vol. 4-5 

Height of the Medieval Church 

R. W. Southern, Western Society and the Church in the Middle Ages (1970) 

Walter Ullmann, A Short History of the Papacy in the Middle Ages (1972) 

Thomas F. Madden, The Concise History of the Crusades (2013) 

Alister McGrath, Reformation Thought: An Introduction (1988) 

Philip Schaff, History of the Christian Church, vol. 5 
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The Late Medieval Church 

E. R. Chamberlin, The Bad Popes (2003) 

L. Elliott Binns, The History of the Decline and Fall of the Medieval Papacy (1934) 

Philip Schaff, History of the Christian Church, vol. 6 

Forerunners of the Reformation 

Heiko Oberman, ed., Forerunners of the Reformation (1966) 

G. H. W. Parker, The Morning Star: Wycliffe and the Dawn of the Reformation (1965) 

Douglas C. Wood, The Evangelical Doctor: John Wycliffe and the Lollards (1984) 

Matthew Spinka, John Hus: A Biography (1968) 

The Renaissance: Christian Humanism 

Steven Ozment, The Age of Reform (1250-1550) (1980) [First part} 

Roland Bainton, Erasmus of Christendom (1969) 

E. Harris Harbison, The Christian Scholar in the Age of Reformation (1956) 

Philip Schaff, History of the Christian Church, vol. 6 

Martin Luther’s Search for Salvation 

See the literature on Luther in Church History II. 

 


